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MISSION STATEMENT

“…to convey the excitement and understanding of science and technology to 
children, families, teachers and others by galvanizing their curiosity and offering 
them creative, participatory ways to learn.”

Programs
• Unique Training Program for 
Science Majors 
• After-School Science Clubs
• Programs for Teachers
• Explainer & Cluster Program

Activities 
• Catapult October
• Wild Minds: What Animals Really 
Think
• Rocket Park Mini Golf
• 450 Hands-on Exhibitions





ASSETS

• The National Science Foundation (NSF) is a major contributor to the growth of the 
NYSCI 
• The site allows for a diverse exhibition setup, as well as the future growth of the 
building
• Free admission on certain days allowing for a more diverse group of people to visit 
and experience the exhibits
• In some instances, you could argue that Eric Siegel is a influential part of the 
science hall and its future progress 
• Location; The large amounts of public schools in the area and a strong community
• An expanding library collection



Community Farmers’ Market



Central Pavilion 
Interactive displays that encourage discovery



AUDIENCES

•The NYSCI receives a wide range of visitors every day. According to Eric Siegel, the 
Museum’s Curator, Queens is the most diverse county in the UNIVERSE, and 
therefore caters to multiple ethnicities and cultures, including Hispanic, Asian and 
Hasidic Jews. Because NYSCI is located in Queens, it is a community, not tourist, 
destination and most of the visitor population is made up of New Yorkers.

•Over 500,000 people visit NYSCI per year and the main way in which the museum 
supports its visitors is the site location. The museum sites near a park and also has 
a farmers’ market where community goers can buy their groceries after visiting the 
museum. Another tool for support is the NYSCI website. www.nysci.org This 
website provides information about directions, upcoming events, and community 
activities.

http://www.nysci.org/�


Child Friendly Facility 



STRATEGIES

• The science center evolved as a response to the unpopularity of the science 
study. Science centers, such as NYSCI, provide ways in which the average visitor 
can understand and interact with science. At NYSCI the exhibits are designed for 
educational purposes and include physical activity, technological interaction, and 
narrative to draw in the viewer. Eric Siegel stressed the importance of a personal, 
memorable and fun exhibit that encouraged human interaction and 
“edutainment”. While at the museum, any demonstrations, activities, and lectures 
given by the “Explainers” are announced over the loud speakers and give time, 
location, and brief description of the event.

• To continually engage museum visitors, NYSCI provides an online email based 
newsletter that is sent out anytime new actives, events, exhibitions and lectures are 
available. This newsletter also provides important information about educational 
meetings and offers parents choices to enroll their children in events. 

• Science is not cultural; it speaks its own language. This gives the NYSCI a 
significant advantage over other museum as it can progress and develop into a 
hybrid facility



The most recent addition to NYSCI, Rocket 
Park Mini Golf, explores the relationship 
between science and physical exertion.





TECHNIQUES & PROCESSES

• Because NYSCI is a children’s science museum, the layout, design, decoration and 
media all aim towards kid-friendly understandings. NYSCI is very reliant on 
technology in all aspects of the museum. Almost all exhibitions are hands-on and 
interactive with some form of computer generated programming. 

• The exhibitions are designed in 4 areas, North Wing, Upper Gallery, Lower Gallery, 
and outdoor area. Graphics, signage, and text are all basic, colorful and easy to 
understand. There is no linear movement in the museum and multiple distractions 
draw the visitor from one exhibit to the next. The museum is very dependent on 
natural lighting and the walls are minimally decorated. All areas are carpeted and 
spread out to cater to wild children running around.







• Brightly colored maps & way-finding 
stations

• Simplifies museum navigation



Signage & Demonstration Stations



• The increase in the Queens 
Borough community and 
population will cause an influx in 
use of the NYSCI resulting in the 
facility to be strained and caused 
to expand. 

• Museums vs. Libraries
Importance's of libraries over 
museums even though their 
missions are similar, museums 
need to be responsive and 
museums should be of same 
importance. In 15 years NYSCI 
needs a huge library that is not 
only dependent on books. Free 
admission.

• Technology could transform the 
museum and how people 
experience the spaces. The 
museum needs to be less 
concrete to create a more fluid 
experience for people to interact, 
freely.

FUTURE CHALLENGES 
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